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WHAT IS BIBLICAL THEOLOGY

AND HOW IS IT DONE?
1.
DEFINING OUR TERMS
‘Biblical Theology occupies a position between Exegesis and Systematic Theology in the encyclopaedia of theological disciplines.  It differs from Systematic Theology not in being more Biblical, or adhering more closely to the truths of the Scriptures, but in that its principle of organizing the Biblical material is historical rather than logical.  Whereas Systematic Theology takes the Bible as a completed whole and endeavours to exhibit its total teaching in an orderly, systematic form, Biblical Theology deals with the material from the historical standpoint, seeking to exhibit the organic growth or development of the truths of Special Revelation from the primitive preredemptive Special Revelation given in Eden to the close of the New Testament canon.

Exegesis is the task of discovering what a biblical text meant in its original historical and literary context (e.g. Ex. 20:7).
Systematic Theology is based on exegesis but synthesises the scriptural revelation under headings suggested by the revelation itself in a way which reveals the relationships between the themes (e.g. creation-sin-redemption, inspiration and the knowledge of God, divine sovereignty and human responsibility).

Biblical Theology is also based on exegesis and aims to bring the contents of the Bible to a greater degree of systematization than is found immediately in the Bible itself.  But it does this while remaining ‘as close as possible to the method God himself has used in giving us his revelation.’
  

· Put another way, Biblical Theology seeks to expose the progressive and developing character of God’s revelation within the pages of Scripture: ‘the process by which revelation unfolds and moves towards the goal which is God’s final revelation of his purposes in Jesus Christ’.

· So Biblical Theology is concerned to discover how particular themes and topics develop, as the revelation of God unfolds and God’s redemptive work proceeds (e.g. salvation, sanctification, worship).

· But Biblical Theology is fundamentally concerned to expose the way God’s saving plan is revealed and fulfilled, culminating in the person and work of Christ.
e.g.
Acts 3:13-26  Preaching about Jesus set in the framework of key promises and key people in Scripture:

v.13
The patriarchs and the covenant promise to Abraham (v. 25; cf. Gen. 12:3)

vv. 22-3
Moses and the prophecy of Deut. 18:15, 18-19

vv. 24-5
Samuel and all the prophets foretold ‘these days’

vv. 14-18
Jesus as the suffering but exalted Messiah/Servant of the Lord (e.g. Psalm 22; Isaiah 53)

vv. 25-6
The blessings of the gospel for Israel first but ultimately for the whole world (cf. Gen. 12:3)

vv. 19-21
Repent and turn to God now, in view of what he has done for you but also considering what he is about to do (cf. Dan. 7:13-14; Isa. 65:17-25)
· Biblical Theology may be simply defined as the theology of the whole Bible, descriptively and historically considered.  

2.
SOME PRESUPPOSITIONS OF BIBLICAL THEOLOGY
A. All Scripture is inspired by God, though the human authors are identified and their individuality is acknowledged (e.g. 2 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 3:7-11; 4:7; 2 Pet. 1:20-1)
B. There is a God-given unity within the diversity of Scripture


(e.g. Luke 24:25-27, 44-47)

C.
There is an historical and theological progression in the 
biblical ‘canon’, leading to Christ (e.g. Matt. 1:1-17))

D.
Scripture moves from creation and fall (Genesis 1-3) to the 
prospect of a new creation (Revelation 21-22), where sin 
and its consequences are entirely removed

Within this framework:

i. God’s gracious initiative in calling and saving a people to fulfil his destiny for humanity is foundational (e.g. Gen. 12:1-3)

ii. Jerusalem and the twelve tribes of Israel play a critical role (e.g. Exodus 1-3);

iii.
But the salvation of the nations is always in view (e.g. Isa. 2:1-5); 

iv.
Central to the whole drama is the activity of God and the Lamb (cf. Revelation 4-5).

3.
THE NATURE OF THE BIBLE AND ITS MESSAGE

A.
An outline of biblical history

B.
The broad shape of the biblical canon

History and Law (Genesis-Nehemiah)

Wisdom and Poetry (Esther-Song of Songs)

Prophecy (Isaiah-Malachi)

Gospel (Matthew-John)

Apostolic and prophetic writings (Acts-Revelation)

C.
Promise and fulfilment as a central concept

e.g. 
Gen. 12:1-3;

Ex. 3:6-8; 

Josh. 23:14-16;

2 Sam. 7:12-16;

Jer. 23:5-8;

Isa. 11:1-9

Mark 1:14-15

Rev. 11:15-19; 22:1-5
4. THE TYPOLOGICAL STRUCTURE OF THE BIBLE

A. The nature of typology

‘People, events and institutions in the Old Testament correspond to, and foreshadow, other people, events, or institutions that come later.’

B. Some specific examples

Romans 5:14

1 Corinthians 10:6

C. The macro-typology of the Bible

Typological correspondence is not simply between persons, events and institutions, but between whole epochs of salvation.
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