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SOLOMON AND THE FAILURE OF ISRAEL
1.
THE STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF DAVID’S REIGN (2 Samuel 8 -1 Kings 2)

· Military victories and administrative decisions (2 Samuel 8)

· David’s godliness (2 Samuel 9, 12)

· Moral failures (2 Samuel 11, 24)

· Rebellion (2 Samuel 15-20)

· For all its weaknesses, the model or ideal against which later reigns were tested (e.g. 1 Kings 15:3-5, 11)

2.
THE STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF SOLOMON’S REIGN (961-922 BC)
In 1 Kings 3-11 we see the kingdom of Israel at the summit of its earthly power and glory, fulfilling God’s promises.  However, ‘the historical process from Abraham to Solomon always falls short of the glory of God’s true kingdom, even though it reveals the nature of that kingdom’ (Goldsworthy).

a. Solomon’s God-given wisdom (1 Kings 3)

· A judicial wisdom that leaves Israel in awe of its king (3:16-28)

· A practical wisdom manifested in the organisation of the state, dealings with foreign nations and building of the temple (4-7)

b.
Fulfilment of the covenant promises (1 Kings 4-10)
(i) The blessing of Israel

· The benefits described in 4:24-8; 10:14-29 describe an Eden-like situation, fulfilling the promises of Deuteronomy 28

(ii)
The blessing of the nations

· The beginning of the Israelite wisdom movement brings blessing to Israel and other nations (cf. 4:34; 5:7; 10:1-5)

c.
Solomon's unfaithfulness and rebellion (1 Kings 11:1-13)

· The Son of David becomes the leader in marital unfaithfulness and idolatry - like the kings of the nations (11:1-8)

· The judgement of God is decisive for the rest of Israel’s history (11:9-13)

3.
THE DIVIDED KINGDOM (922BC)

a.
Jeroboam and the prophet Ahijah (1 Kings 11:28-40)

· The symbolic action (11:30-33) affirms what God has already decided because of the apostasy of Solomon

· ‘One tribe’ is left for David’s descendants, to make it possible for God’s promise in 2 Samuel 7 to continue (11:36; cf. 15:4; 2 Kings 8:19)

· The condition for Jeroboam is the same as that for Solomon (11:37-8), but unfaithfulness leads to judgement (15:28-30)

· Note that the afflicting of the house of David is not to be ‘for ever’ (11:39)

b.
The foolishness of Rehoboam (1 Kings 12:1-20)

· Explains at a human level why the 10 tribes were moved to rebel against the house of David.  Nevertheless, the sovereignty of God is stressed (v. 15)

· The institution of calf worship and the setting up of rival sanctuaries, sacrifices and priesthood was designed to prevent the 10 tribes from returning to Jerusalem (vv. 25-33), but it was open rebellion against God and the covenant (despite v. 28)

· In the end, the destruction of the Northern Kingdom by the Assyrians is related back to the sins of Jeroboam (2 Kings 17:7-23, especially vv. 21-3)

4.
AN OVERVIEW OF THE PERIOD OF THE TWO KINGDOMS (922-722/1 BC)

a
The period of sustained hostility (1 Kings 12:1 - 16:28)

· From Jeroboam to Omri in Israel and from Rehoboam to Asa in Judah (922-873/69 BC)

b.
The period of alliance (1 Kings 16:29 - 2 Kings 10:27)

· Under Ahab and his sons Ahaziah and Joram in Israel and under Jehoshaphat, Joram and Ahaziah in Judah, royal families inter-married and formed an alliance against their foes (873/869-842)

· Significant ministry of Elijah and Elisha in the North (1 Kings 17 - 2 Kings 9), seeking to bring the people back to the God of the covenant

· Elijah anoints Jehu (1 Kings 19:16), who kills Joram of Israel and Ahaziah of Judah in battle

c.
The period of further estrangement (2 Kings 10:28 - 17:41)

· From the beginning of Jehu’s reign in the North until the capture of Samaria by the Assyrians (842-722/1 BC) and resettlement of northern cities with foreigners

· A period of reciprocal attacks between Judah and Israel

· Ministry of Amos and Hosea in the North (approx. 750-737 BC)

· Ministry of Isaiah in the South from 742, with Micah a little later

5.
THE LATER FORTUNES OF JUDAH (2 Kings 18-25)

a.
Apostasy and idolatry

· During the epoch of the two kingdoms there is sustained idolatry in the North and only 5 southern kings promoted the true worship of the Lord throughout this period (Asa, Jehoshaphat, Uzziah, Jotham, Hezekiah)

· After the collapse of the northern kingdom there is a real mix of good and bad kings in the South (note especially the reforms of Josiah in 2 Kings 22-3)

b.
The final collapse

· Idolatry and unfaithfulness to the covenant in the South eventually leads to the final judgement of God (2 Kings 24-25)
· Various invasions of the Babylonian Nebuchadnezzar lead to the fall of Jerusalem (587 BC) and three deportations of the people (597, 587, 582)

· The prophecies of Jeremiah, Ezekiel and others continue over this period in the southern kingdom
