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THE PROPHETIC RESPONSE:

JUDGEMENT AND GRACE
1.
THE PRE-EXILIC PROPHETS 

a.
The prophets from Moses to Elisha

· After Moses, non-writing prophets until Amos

· Lived in the period when the history of Israel continued to ‘contribute positively to the revelation of the Kingdom’ (Goldsworthy)

· Oriented towards the Sinai covenant and ‘the maintenance of the Kingdom of God as it is meant to be expressed in the history of Israel’

· Even Elijah and Elisha point people back to Moses and the Sinai covenant as the only way forward

b.
The ‘eschatological’ prophets

· With Amos and Hosea (about 750-737 BC) a new type of prophecy continuing certain features of the old approach, with some significant new characteristics, pointing to ‘the last days’ or ‘the day of the Lord’

· Writing prophets whose new revelation needs to be preserved (like Moses)

· For example, 

Joel 1:1 -2:11
A day of judgement predicted, coming on land and people because of covenant unfaithfulness

         2:12-27
Promise of restoration of blessing in the land if the people repent (cf. Deuteronomy 28)

    2:28 - 3:21
‘Then afterwards’, the promise of the Spirit being poured out ‘on all flesh’, cosmic signs of a universal judgement involving all nations, with the promise of salvation for all who call on the name of the Lord (salvation experienced on God’s ‘holy mountain’, 3:17-18)

2.
THE JUDGEMENT OF EXILE 

a.
The Assyrian Captivity (722 BC)

· In the northern kingdom, the immediate and local judgement of God is the approach Assyrian invasion (e.g. Hosea 9:1-6; 10:5-10; 11:5)

· The fate of the northern kingdom is then cited as an example and warning to the southern kingdom (e.g. Isaiah 10:10-11; Ezekiel 16:51; 23:1-11)

b.
The Babylonian Captivity (597, 587, 582 BC)

· Judah continues to pursue the path of disobedience and is warned of the approaching Babylonian conquest and exile (e.g. Isaiah 39; Jeremiah 1:13-16; 20:4-6; 22:24-27)
· This immediate and local judgement of God is bound up with prophecies of a universal judgement on all creation (e.g. Jer. 4:23-26; Isa. 2:12-22; 13:5-10; 24:1-23) - a prophetic ‘foreshortening of the future
· Note the immediate spiritual consequences of the exile (e.g. Lamentations; Psalm 137)
3.
THE PATTERN OF RESTORATION

a.
Continuity and Discontinuity

· The prophetic hope for the future of Israel is expressed in terms of ‘a return to the Kingdom structures revealed in the history of Israel from the Exodus to Solomon’ (Goldsworthy)

· Continuity: future history will be a replay of the past, but with a significant difference (e.g. Jer. 16:14-15; Isa. 43:15-21)

· Discontinuity: none of the weaknesses of the past will be present; no more sin and its consequences; a complete and perfect restoration of Israel in relation to God and the covenant, but also the nations and the whole creation caught up in this restoration (e.g. Amos 9:9-15)

b. The programmatic significance of Isaiah 40:1-11

vv. 1-2
Consolation for ‘Jerusalem’ and its inhabitants

vv. 3-5
Return to Jerusalem as a new exodus

vv. 6-8
This change brought about by the unchangeable word/promise of God

vv.9-11
Call to Zion/Jerusalem to proclaim this confidently as the coming of God to establish his rule/kingdom

