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THE PROMISE OF A NEW COVENANT

1.
THE MINISTRY OF JEREMIAH

A.
His calling
· A ministry from the time of Josiah (640-609 BC) to the Captivity of Jerusalem (587/6 BC)

· A ‘prophet to the nations’ (1:5, 10)

· God’s personal assurances for the prophet

B.
His preaching
· Judah and Jerusalem coming under God’s terrible judgement (Jer. 7:1-20)

· This judgement is coming because of the broken covenant (Jer. 11:1-8)

· The failure of the Davidic kings in this connection is highlighted, but an amazing promise of restoration is attached (23:1-8)

2.
THE PROPHECY OF THE NEW COVENANT
A.
The context
· The ‘Book of Consolation’ (Jeremiah 30-33)

· The immediate context (31:27-30)

· The failure of the Sinai Covenant (31:31-32)

B.
How ‘new’ is this covenant?
i.
Continuity with the past
· A reconstituted Israel (v. 31)

· The ideal of Deuteronomy 6:4-6; 10:16 realised (v. 33)

ii.
Discontinuity with the past
· Both parties will now be faithful (v. 32)

· The old system of mediation through prophets and priests will no longer be necessary, ‘for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest’ (v. 34; cf. 24:7 and Deut. 30:6 in context)

· All of this made possible because a definitive act of forgiveness will enable God to ‘remember their sin no more’ (= not act in judgement against their sin, v. 34)

· This suggests some major movement of redemption initiating the New Covenant, just as the Passover/Exodus was a necessary preliminary to the Sinai Covenant - a redemption from sin and its consequences.

C.
Fulfilment in Christ
i.
The Last Supper (Luke 22:20; Matt. 26:28)

· The Passover context

· Jesus’ death the basis of the New Covenant (cf. Exodus 19:4-6; 24:6-8)

· ‘For the forgiveness of sins’ is key

ii.
Hebrews 8-10

· The weakness and obsoleteness of ‘the first’ covenant (Heb. 8:6-13)

· Jesus’ death for the forgiveness of sins the key (10:11-18)

· Renewed hearts (10:19-22; cf. Titus 3:4-7)

3.
A PARALLEL PROPHECY
· Ezekiel 36:24-38 indicates the steps by which God will restore and renew his people after the Babylonian Exile.  Each of these items implies covenant renewal.
a. A new exodus (v. 24)

b. Definitive cleansing (v. 25)

c. A new heart and a new spirit (vv. 26-7)

d. A renewed land (vv. 28-38), ‘like the garden of Eden’ (v. 35)

· Ezekiel 37 repeats this picture, stressing the renewing work of God’s Spirit
4.
TWO LEVELS OF FULFILMENT

