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THE PROMISE OF A NEW TEMPLE

1.
THE MINISTRY OF EZEKIEL

A.
His calling
· An encounter with the glory of the Lord (Ezekiel 1)

· A call to confront a rebellious and stubborn people with the word of God

B.
Judgement on the temple
· The prophet is brought in Spirit to Jerusalem to see the abominations being practised in the temple (Ezekiel 8-11)

· What they are doing will drive the Lord far from his sanctuary (8:6)

· The departure of the Lord from the temple is pictured in 10:18-22 (cf. 11:22-25)

C.
Judgement on Jerusalem
· Various prophecies explain why God is acting in judgement against Jerusalem and the temple (Ezekiel 12-24)

2.
THE VISION OF THE NEW TEMPLE
A.
The context
· After the prophecies against the surrounding nations (Ezekiel 25-32), the rest of the book is full of prophecies about the restoration of God’s people
· Just as the building of the tabernacle completed the Exodus redemption in the past, so Ezekiel 40-48 envisages the new temple as the climax of God’s redemptive work in the future (Ezekiel 34-37)

B.
The return of the glory of God to the new temple

· The elaborate symmetry shows some continuity with Solomon’s temple, but actually points to an ideal state of affairs
· The vision of the return of God’s glory (43:1-5) indicates that God’s relationship with Israel will be restored by his sovereign grace

· This is not the blueprint for a temple which Israel must build but a vision of what God will do to restore his people and the covenant with them

· Re-establishment of God’s rule by his presence among them means a renewal of the covenant (43:6-7)

· Note the close link between the temple, the city of Jerusalem/Zion and the people of God in OT prophecy (e.g. Ezek. 48:35; Isaiah 40:1-11)

· This means that Ezekiel 40-48 is a vision of the restoration of God’s people, as the place of his dwelling and the source of his blessing for the whole world (cf. Gen. 12:1-3)

C.
The purifying and sanctifying effect on the land

· Note especially in Ezekiel 47:1-12 the purifying and sanctifying effect which the new temple will have on the land - paradise restored!

· Once the land is cleansed and renewed, allocation of the tribal regions takes place (Ezek. 47:13 - 48:35), as in Joshua: a return to the ideal of the Exodus and Conquest, with a unified people under the rule of God in the land sanctified by God’s presence

· So the kingdom of God is established by his coming to rule in power and grace in the midst of his people, renewing the covenant and transforming the whole created order

3.
THE FULFILMENT
A.
Haggai and Zechariah
· The return of the exiles from Babylon is recorded in Ezra-Nehemiah, with the saga of the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem the focus in Ezra 1-6

· Haggai and Zechariah encouraged that rebuilding with their prophesying (Ezra 5:1-2; 6:14; cf. Haggai 1)

· The result was disappointing (Haggai 2:1-3), but Haggai prophesied that God would bring in the treasure of the nations so that ‘the latter splendour of this house shall be greater than the former’ (2:4-9)

· This last prophecy is eschatological because it speaks of a later time (‘Once again in a little while’, v. 6), when cosmic disturbances will shake up the nations and God will act to make his ‘house’ more glorious

· So the rebuilding after the Babylonian Exile was only an anticipation of something greater, the establishment of Ezekiel’s ideal

B.
Jesus as the New Temple
i.
John 1:14

· The Word ‘tabernacled’ among us

· The glory of God in the person of Jesus

ii.
John 2:13-22

· Jesus acts in judgement on the Jerusalem temple and predicts its destruction and replacement (cf. Mark 13:1-2)

· The crucified and resurrected Jesus is the new temple
iii.
John 4:14; 7:37-9

· Ezekiel’s temple imagery is also used in passages speaking about Jesus as the source of living water bringing eternal life
C.
The church as the new temple

· Those joined to Christ by faith become part of the new temple in which God’s Spirit dwells (Ephesians 2:19-20; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 1 Peter 2:4-5)

D.
The new Jerusalem (Revelation 21-22)

· The ultimate fulfilment in the new creation

