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THE BLESSING OF THE NATIONS

1. THE MINISTRY OF ISAIAH

A. His calling (6:1-13)

· An encounter with the holiness and glory of the Lord in the temple 

· An awareness of his own sin and the sin of his people
· A call to confront a rebellious and stubborn people with a message of judgement and hope
B.
Judgement on Judah and Jerusalem (1:1-31)

· Rebellion against God expressed at the temple (vv. 1-14)

· A call to repent and be cleansed from sin (vv. 15-20)

· A warning of judgement with a possibility of redemption (vv. 21-31)

C.
The future house of God (2:1-5)
· The Lord’s mountain/‘house’ as a place of blessing for the nations
· The nations drawn in because the word of the Lord goes forth from Zion/Jerusalem

· Therefore Israel is called to ‘walk in the light of the Lord’

D.
The righteous reign of the coming king (9:1-7; 11:1-16)

· Light for Israel and the nations (9:1-2)

· Joy and peace for God’s people because of the divine king (9:3-7)

· Wisdom and justice the chief characteristics of Messiah’s rule (11:1-5)
· Paradise restored because of Messiah’s rule (11:6-9)
· People from everywhere drawn in (11:10-16)

2.
THE SERVANT OF THE LORD
A.
The ‘Servant Songs’ (42:1-4; 49:1-6; 50:4-9; 52:13 - 53:12)

· Immediate context: Israel’s redemption from the Babylonian exile

Although a return from Babylon is clearly in view, ‘what is really at stake is a final new exodus which constitutes the new community as the people of God’ (W.J. Dumbrell)
B.
The true Israel: a faithful remnant

· The Servant is first ‘Israel’ (49:3; cf. 41-8-10), but then strangely a person or group who ministers to Israel (49:5-6)

· Israel’s role and destiny is ultimately fulfilled in and through the person of her king, the Servant-Messiah, anointed by God’s Spirit

· He is the one who ‘brings forth justice to the nations’ (42:1-4), establishing God’s just purpose for his people before all the nations (cf. 41:11-14  God’s role)

C. The prophetic role of the Servant
· The bringer of God’s light and salvation - for Israel and the nations (49:2, 5-6)

· ‘The tongue of a teacher’ (50:4) - to sustain God’s people ‘with a word’
· The ‘open ear’ of a prophet and a submissive spirit that leads him to suffer persecution (50:5-6)

D.
The suffering and exaltation of the Servant

· Astonishment of the nations and their kings at the surprising exaltation of the suffering Servant of the Lord (52:13-15)

· The confession of those who heard of the remarkable oppression and affliction of the Servant (53:1-9): ‘upon him was the punishment that made us whole’     - God’s justice bringing the peace and healing necessary

· The ultimate meaning of it all (53:10-13) 

a. the will of the Lord 

b. an offering for sin 

c. he shall see his offspring and shall prolong his days

d. many made righteous

e. a portion with the great

3. THE FULFILMENT IN CHRIST

A. Anointed by the Spirit to be the Servant at his baptism (e.g. compare Isaiah 42:1 with Matt. 3:16-17)

B. Fulfilling the Servant’s role in his prophetic ministry to Israel (e.g. compare Isaiah 42:1-4 with Matt. 12:15-21)

C. Fulfilling Isaiah 53 in his death (e.g. compare Isaiah 53:12 with Luke 22:37 and cf. Mark 10:45; 1 Peter 2:24-25)

D. The exalted Christ drawing people from every nation to himself (cf. John 12:31-32)

E. The disciples of Christ as the Servant community sharing in his work (e.g. compare Isaiah 49:6 with Acts 13:47))

