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THE MINISTRY OF JESUS

1.
WHO IS JESUS? (Matthew 1-2)

A.
Matthew’s Genealogy (1:1-17)
· The one who fulfils God’s covenant purposes for Israel and the nations

· The one who inaugurates the New Age or Kingdom of God (cf. 4:17)

B.
The birth and naming of Jesus (1:18-25)
· Conceived by the Holy Spirit and therefore ‘Emmanuel’ (cf. Isa 7:14)

· The new Joshua who saves God’s people ‘from their sins’

C. The homage of the Gentiles ‘wise men’ (2:1-12)

· The true king of the Jews identified and acknowledged (cf. Micah 5:2)

· The one to whom the Gentiles pay homage (cf. Isa. 60:1-6; Matt. 8:11-12)

D. Escape to Egypt and settlement at Nazareth (2:13-23)
· Persecution of Israel’s true king by the imposter Herod

· Israel’s true king is protected by God and brought safely out of Egypt, to fulfil the exodus pattern of Israel’s redemption (cf. Hosea 11:1, where Israel is God’s son, as in Exod. 4:22-23)

2. WHY HAS HE COME? (Matthew 3:1 - 4:16)
A. John the Baptist (3:1-12)
· Calling Israel back to the covenant

· Preparing for the coming of ‘the Lord’ (cf. Isa. 40:3)

· Preparing for the Messiah’s baptism ‘with Holy Spirit and fire’ (cf. Isa. 4:2-6; Ezek. 36:26-7; Joel 2:28-9)

B.
The baptism of Jesus (3:13-17)
· Willing to identify with sinners in baptism to ‘fulfil all righteousness’ and carry out the Servant’s role (cf. Isaiah 53)

· Anointed by the Spirit and declared to be the Servant-Messiah and unique Son of God (cf. Isa. 11:1-2; 42:1; 61:1-3)

C.
The temptation of Jesus (4:1-11)
· Tested as Israel was tested in her wilderness wanderings, but where Israel failed, Jesus the Son of God is victorious (cf. Deut. 8:2, 5)

· He perfectly acknowledges and expresses God’s rule in his own life

· The Messiah comes to engage with Satan and to bring in the Kingdom of God by defeating him (cf. Matt. 12:28)

3.
PREACHING AND TEACHING (Matthew 4:17 - 7:29)

A.
The Call to Discipleship: in ‘Galilee of the Gentiles’ (4:12-25)
· The fulfilment of Isaiah 9 is implied (4:12-16)

· Jesus’ essential proclamation (4:17) implies that the time of waiting and preparation is fulfilled (cf. Isa. 52:7-10)

· The call of the disciples is to be learners and followers, sharing in the task of ‘fishing’ for the Kingdom (4:18-22; cf. Jer. 16:16-18)

· The pattern of Jesus’ ministry: teaching and preaching, healing and other mighty works (4:23-25; cf. Isa. 61:1-4; 35:3-10)

B.
Identifying the True Israel (5:1-16)
· The Beatitudes identify the true Israel who will inherit ‘the kingdom of heaven’ (5:3, 10)

· The blessings proclaimed recall different OT promises about the coming Kingdom of God/Age of Salvation.  Those to whom the blessings apply are characterised in terms recalling passages like Isa. 61:1-4.

· The true Israel will be ‘a city built upon a hill’ that brings light to the world (Matt. 5:14-16; cf. Isa. 2:1-4; 49:6)

· They will do this by reflecting the righteousness which ‘exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees’ (Matt. 5:20) - the teaching of Jesus revealed in the rest of the Sermon on the Mount (the new ‘law’ that goes out from Jerusalem, cf. Isa. 2:3)

C.
Discipleship, the Law and living under the Rule of God (5:17 - 7:29)

· Jesus the Messiah comes to fulfil the law and the prophets, by revealing their ultimate meaning and purpose and by doing himself precisely what God requires (cf. Isa. 11:2-3)

· In him alone the righteousness which exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees can be found (cf. Isa. 50:4-9; Psalm 40:6-8)

· Jesus reinterprets and applies the Law for the Messianic community in the Messianic Age, applying it to the heart (cf. Jer. 31:31-33)

· What the law and the prophets essentially required is fulfilled in those who follow Christ and his teaching, hence the challenge to discipleship at the end of the sermon (7:13-27)

· Jesus’ unique authority is recognised by the crowds (7:28-29)

4.
SIGNS OF THE APPROACHING KINGDOM (Matthew 8:1 - 9:34)

A. Three Miracles of Healing (8:1-17)
· The authority of the Messiah over sickness is now revealed

· Note the application of Isaiah 53:4 in Matt. 8:17, linking this work with the ultimate ‘healing’ of his atoning work on the cross

B. Three Miracles of Power (8:18 - 9:17)

· The authority of the Messiah over nature and all the powers of evil is revealed (cf. Isa. 11:4-9; 35:3-6)

· These things occur in the context of Jesus’ continuing call to follow him

C. Three Miracles of Restoration (9:18-34)

· Illustrating something of the salvation he has come to bring
� Magoi were originally a priestly class among the Persians, but later the title came to be used of magicians and astrologers (e.g. Dan. 1:20; 2:2; 4:4).





