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THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS

1.
THE PRESENCE OF THE MESSIAH QUESTIONED (Matthew 11-13)

A.
Rejection and Revelation (11-12)
· Despite the revelation of Jesus’ identity and purpose in his teaching (5:1 -7:29) and mighty works (8:1 - 9:34), and despite the extension of his mission through the witness of the twelve disciples (10:1-42), Jesus continued to be doubted and rejected (11:1-24).

· In Matthew 11:4-5, Jesus points John the Baptist to his identity in terms recalling Isaiah 35:5-6; 61:1.

· In the face of rejection by many, he made even more specific revelations of his character and purpose to those who believed in him (11:25-27).

· He promises the ultimate ‘rest’ to those who accept the ‘yoke’ of discipleship (11:28-29; cf. Gen. 2:1-2; Exod. 20:8-11; Josh. 21:43-45; Psalm 95:8-11; Hebrews 4:1-11).

· So he proclaims himself ‘lord of the sabbath’ (12:1-8) and acts to heal and restore, even on the sabbath (12:9-32), as a sign that the ‘rest’ of the kingdom of God is at hand (cf. 12:28 especially).

· Salvation is available now from the Servant of the Lord (12:15-21, citing Isa. 42:1-4).

B.
Rejection and Revelation Explained in the Parables of Jesus (13)

· The parables of the kingdom explain what is going on in Jesus’ ministry, as he ‘sows the seed’ of the word of the kingdom (13:1-23).

· The true significance of what is going on now will only be revealed at the ultimate harvest, when the Son of Man comes in judgement (13:24-50; note especially vv. 40-43).

· With such teaching, Jesus makes it clear that the End has been inaugurated, but not consummated.  The one who offers salvation now will return to judge and bring in the promised new creation.
2.
THE PURPOSE OF THE MESSIAH FURTHER REVEALED (Matthew 16:13 - 17:27)
A. Peter’s Confession and Jesus’ Response (16:13-28)

· The confession of Jesus’ messiahship by the disciples stands out from the confessions of the crowds (16:13-16).

· On the basis of such a God-given understanding, Christ will build his church/assembly (16:17-19; cf. Exodus 19), which will survive death and the coming judgement of God.

· But Jesus must be understood and confessed as the Servant-Messiah, who fulfils Isaiah 53 and other such passages (16:20-21).

· Such a Messiah demands that his disciples identify with him in his willingness to suffer and lose his life for the sake of God and his kingdom (16:22-28).
B.
The Transfiguration of Jesus (17:1-13)
· Some standing with Jesus see something of ‘the Son of Man coming in his kingdom’ (16:28).

· The continuity with Moses and Elijah is stressed by the experience (17:1-8), but Jesus radiates something of the glory of God.
· The divine voice echoes the baptismal revelation (17:5; cf. 3:17).  But there is now a special challenge to ‘listen to him’, in view of the uncomfortable revelation of God’s purpose for the Messiah and his people just given (16:21-26).

C.
Further Prophecies of his Death and Resurrection (17:22-23; 20:17-28)
· These unfold progressively more details about what is to happen to Jesus.  In 20:28 the saving significance of his death is highlighted, echoing the perspective of Isa. 53:12.

3.
MINISTRY IN JERUSALEM (Matthew 21-24)
A.
The Triumphal Entry and Cleansing of the Temple (21:1-22)

· These events are Jesus’ most open and public demonstration of his messiahship.  The triumphal entry inaugurates the fulfilment of Zech. 9:9-10.  

· The cleansing of the temple recalls passages like Mal. 3:1-5.  Jesus’ stated purpose is to purify the temple for its proper purpose (Matt. 21:13-16, citing Isa. 56:7, with the description of the temple in Jer. 7:11 added).  In John 2:13-22 he speaks about replacing the temple altogether!

B.
Jesus’ Authority Challenged (21:23 -23:39)
· The opposition to Jesus increases as he teaches in Jerusalem.  The authority to speak and act as he does is challenged by various groups.

· The parable in 21:33-41 develops the notion of Israel as God’s vine/vineyard (cf. Isa. 5:1-7).  Jesus significantly describes himself as the son of the owner of the vineyard and predicts his death at the hands of ‘the tenants’.

· In 21:42-4, he predicts what will happen when Psalm 118:22-23 is fulfilled and the Lord’s ‘cornerstone’ is rejected.

· In 21:45-6, the leaders of Israel prepare to do as predicted!  This leads to Jesus’ prophetic-type denunciation of the leaders of Israel (23:1-39; cf. Ezekiel 34 and other such passages in the prophets)

B. Prophecies of the End Time (24-25)
· In his teaching in the temple, Jesus talks about the signs of his coming again and the end of the age.
· Various events are described as ‘the beginning of the birth pangs’ (24:3-8), but ‘the end is not yet’.
· Endurance is called for as the gospel is preached to all the nations; ‘and then the end will come’ (24:9-14).

· The end is described in Matt. 24:15 in terms of Daniel 9:26-7; 11:31; 12:11 (‘an abomination that makes desolate’ = ‘the desolating sacrilege’).  The primary reference is to sacrilege in the temple, making it necessary for believers to flee Jerusalem (Matt. 24:16-22).  Fulfilled in 70AD.

· The coming of the Messiah is not immediate (24:23-6), but when he comes, it will be obvious to all, because of the supernatural events associated with it (24:27-31).

· The warning in 24:32 - 25:46 is to keep alert, knowing that the end is near, but to be responsible disciples in the meanwhile, knowing that we will have to give account to Christ as judge.

4.
THE REJECTION AND EXALTATION OF THE MESIAH (Matthew 26-28)

A.
The Last Supper (26:17-35)
· Jesus uses the Passover meal to explain something more of the significance of his approaching sacrifice and to give disciples a continuing means of remembering him and what he has done for them
· A great act of redemption is implied, delivering his people from the judgement of God (cf. Exod. 12:1-13) and inaugurating the new covenant in his blood (cf. Exod. 24:1-8; Jer. 31:31-4).
· All this anticipates the feast ‘in my Father’s kingdom’, which Jesus will ultimately share with all his disciples (26:29; cf. Isa. 25:6).
· Note the important prediction of Jesus in 26:31-2, based on Zech. 13:7.  The angel draws attention to this after the resurrection (28:7).
B.
Arrest, Trial and Death (26:36 - 27:66)
· Events follow the pattern predicted by Jesus and OT scriptures such as Isaiah 53 and Psalms 22, 55. 69.

· The various trials highlight the injustice of the situation.
· Gethsemane and the cross highlight Jesus’ willingness to tread the path of obedience to the Father’s will, for the salvation of his people.

C. The Resurrection and its Consequences (28)

· The account of the resurrection is brief (28:1-10) because Matthew has been highlighting the predictions of Jesus and needs little evidence to demonstrate their fulfilment.

· The final focus is on the ascension and its implications (28:16-20), for Jesus’ authority, for the discipling of the nations, and for the fulfilment of God’s covenant purpose for Israel and the nations in him.  

· The reigning Servant-Messiah promises to be with his people through this intervening period, ‘to the end of the age’.

