The Restoration of Israel

3

Oak Hill Evening Lectures
David Peterson

THE RESTORATION OF ISRAEL AND THE INCORPORATION OF THE GENTILES

Acts may be divided into six geographically determined sections, each telling of the advance of the gospel to some new frontier and concluding with a summary statement about the spread of the gospel and/or the growth of the churches.  Each section centres on a prominent Christian leader, and each contains the record of a significant sermon or speech by that leader.

	Section
	Text
	The New Frontier
	Summary
	Key Person
	Key Sermon



	1
	1:1 - 5:42
	In Jerusalem
	5:42
	Peter
	
Pentecost Sermon (Ch. 2)



	2
	6:1-7

6:8 - 9:31
	Ch. 6:1-7 is a transition piece, introducing the key figures in the next section.  Note the summary 6:7

Through Palestine
9:31
Stephen, Philip
Stephen’s defence speech (Ch..7)     



(and Saul)



	3
	9:32 - 12:25
	To Antioch
	12:24
	Peter
	Sermon to Cornelius (Ch. 10)



	4
	13:1 - 15:35
	To Asia Minor
	15:35
	Paul
	Synagogue Sermon (Ch. 13)



	5
	15:36 - 16:5

16:6 - 19:20
	Ch. 15:36 - 16:5 is a transition piece, leading to the point where Paul’s second missionary journey begins to cover new territory.  N.B. 16:5

To Europe
19:20
Paul
Areopagus Speech (Ch. 17)



	6
	19:21 - 28:31
	To Jerusalem and Rome`
	28:30-31
	Paul
	Speeches of farewell and defence (Chs. 20,, 22, 23, 24, 26)




1. THE MISSION PLAN OF THE RISEN LORD (Acts 1:1-14)
· Speaking about ‘the kingdom of God’ (1:3, compare Luke 24:44-9)

· Commissioning the apostles (1:6-8, compare Isa. 49:5-6)

2.
COMPLETION OF THE APOSTOLIC CIRCLE (1:15-26)

· Two Psalms to explain the situation (Pss. 69:25; 109:8)

· Reaffirming Luke 22:28-30 (compare Ezek. 37:1528)

3.
THE RESTORATION OF ISRAEL BEGINS (2:1-47)

A.
The coming of the Spirit (2:1-13)
· As predicted by John and Jesus (see 1:4-5)

· A unique event in salvation history, not repeated in Acts (though note the extensions of Pentecost in 8:15-17; 10:44-48)

· An event witnessed by ‘devout Jews from every nation under heaven’ (2:5-11)

B.
Interpretation and application (2:14-36)
· Fulfilment of Joel 2:28-32

· The emphasis is on all prophesying - understanding and communicating God’s truth like prophets (2:14-21)

· But the main point of the sermon is that Jesus is ‘the Lord’ of the prophesy on whom to call before ‘ the Lord’s great and glorious day’ of judgement comes (2:22-36)

· The benefits of the New Covenant are offered to Jews who repent and are baptised ‘in the name of Jesus’ (2:37-47)

4.
A SPECTACULAR SIGN OF THE MESSIANIC RESTORATION AND ITS CONSEQUENCES (3:1 - 7:60))

A. A sign of the messianic salvation in Jesus (3:1-26)

· Peter and John are enabled to perform a miracle as Jesus did (3:1-10)

· But they use the occasion to point to Jesus and the authority of his ‘name’ (3:11-16)

· Peter takes the opportunity to show how this healing points to the fulfilment of everything the Scriptures say about the Messiah and his salvation (3:17-26)

· Note the now-not yet perspective we saw in the teaching of Jesus himself

B.
The true Israel and its leadership identified (4:1 - 7:60)

5.
THE WORD IN JUDEA AND SAMARIA (Acts 8-9)
6.
THE WORD GOES TO THE GENTILES (Acts 10-12)

A.
Peter and Cornelius (10:1 - 11:18)
B.
The Church at Antioch (11:19-30)
7.
THE WORD GOES TO ASIA MINOR (13:1 - 15:35)

A.
Paul’s first missionary campaign (13:1 - 14:28)
· Note the mission theology in 13:44-49 based on Isaiah 49:6

B.
The Jerusalem Council (13:1- 15:35)
· Note the way God’s work amongst the Gentiles is recognised and related to the fulfilment of Scripture (15:6-18, citing Amos 9:11-12)

4.
THE WORD GOES TO EUROPE (15:36 -28:31)

A.
‘Come over to Macedonia and help us’ (15:36 - 17:15)

B.
Athens and Corinth (17:16 - 18:17)
C.
Ephesus via Antioch (18:18 - 19:40)

D.
‘To the end of the earth’ (20:1 - 28:31)

