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Studying part-time

All Oak Hill’s courses are open for part-
time as well as full-time study. Most 
undergraduate, part-time students come 
to the college on Mondays and Tuesdays. 
They follow exactly the same academic 
programme, but have twice the length of 
time to complete it. So the Foundation 
degree is completed over four years 
instead of two, for example.

There are some big advantages to 
studying part-time. You don’t have to 
uproot yourself or your family. You can 
continue to work in the local community 
where you feel at home. You can be 
flexible in how you organise your life 
between work and training. And you can 
fund your course by continuing to work.

So if you’re looking to do some serious 
theological training but want to continue 
living and working where you are, part-
time study offers a great way forward.

You can come into college for classroom 
learning, seminars, discussions and 
private study, taking full advantage 

of Oak Hill’s modern and highly 
resourced campus. You’ll join the lively 
college community, grow hugely in 
your understanding of the gospel, and 
you’ll also gain a significant academic 
qualification at the end of your course.

Part-time study is also very attractive for 
churches which want to send their people 
for training, but also want to make use of 
their gifts the rest of the week. Oak Hill 
forms a partnership with churches for 
your training, to make sure you receive 
the academic and pastoral care and 
support you need while you’re doing both 
work and study.

Dan Strange, who leads part-time 
training at Oak Hill, says, ‘If you live in 
London or you’re reasonably close to the 
college, and have the flexibility to be here 
on Mondays and Tuesdays, then this is 
a great opportunity to do an Oak Hill 
course. The college timetable has been 
shaped to integrate part-timers, and to 
help you get the best from the course.’

$ oakhill.ac.uk/part-time

Duncan Forbes, 
independent student 
and church leader in 
South London

“A lot of us have 
grown up without 
dads. When we find 
out that God the 
most wonderful 
father has adopted 
us as his sons, it 
changes our lives.”

people equipped 
for ministry
oakhill.ac.uk/duncan

‘I decided to study part time because 
of my commitments both at home and 
church. Once the (mind stretching) 
lectures are finished it is great to be able 
to talk them over with other students 
and to glean wisdom from another 
perspective.’
Mark Fyffe, part-time student

Council estate 
Christianity

Alton Estate, London

Duncan Forbes, who studied at Oak Hill, 
writes: When we planted New Life Church 
on the Alton Estate we had to ask: what 
should the Christian council estate man 
or woman look like?

What about when his family are 
threatened? When her neighbours 
are causing endless problems? If he’s 
asked to be a witness at a trial, but then 
threatened by a gang to not testify? If 
she’s struggling with drug addiction, and 
tempted by the easy availability of drugs?

These issues have made us search the 
scriptures to ask for God’s wisdom.

Studying at Oak Hill while pastoring 
really helped me do this. One reason I 
picked the college was its emphasis on 
biblical languages. They’re essential tools 
in the theologising process I’m involved 
in, and for preaching God’s word.
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Why learn the biblical languages? Is it 
really worth it to study Greek and Hebrew 
at Oak Hill? After all, it is such a big task. 
It takes so much time and effort for what 
often feels like a distant, meagre reward. 
Long tables of Greek verbs and all the 
incomprehensible dots and squiggles of 
Hebrew are intimidating. What about 
the difficulties of actually keeping the 
languages up after college in the midst of 
a busy ministry? And doing a language 
seems so out of step with the times, 
when language learning in schools and 
universities is plummeting.

At Oak Hill our commitment to 
Scripture is what drives our passion for 
the biblical languages. We want to stand 
under God’s word, for it to shape all of our 
life and ministry. And so we want to make 
sure we are hearing that word as clearly 
and richly as we can. Studying Greek and 
Hebrew enables us to know the Bible 
better, and thus to know God better.

How do the languages make that kind of 
difference? First, knowing the languages 
is like communicating with someone you 
love. If your spouse came from another 

country, you would want to learn their 
native language, to hear them express 
themselves with all the passion and verve 
that comes naturally in the language they 
know best. God speaks every language, 
but when he spoke the Bible, he chose 
to do it in Hebrew and Greek. We love 
him, so we want to hear him as clearly as 
possible. We can hear what God has to say 
more intimately when we study the Bible 
in Greek and Hebrew.

Second, knowing the languages offers 
better insight into Scripture. There is 
an Italian proverb, traduttore, traditore, 
which means, ‘translator, traitor’. To 
translate is to betray, and the fact that 
the two words sound so alike in Italian 
but not as much in English, only proves 
the point. Meaning in language does not 
reside in isolated individual words but 
in how those words are put together in 
sentences and paragraphs.

There is no such thing as one-to-one 
correspondence between words across 
languages. One glance at an English 
translation of a restaurant menu in a 
foreign country is enough to grasp how 

languages don’t work. Having a good 
Greek-English dictionary, or even an 
interlinear, does not equate to knowing 
Greek. It has been said that language 
is not a tool for meaning, but the very 
medium in which meaning exists.

Any English Bible translation, no matter 
how good, cannot by nature convey all the 
meaning in the original text. It is like the 
difference between watching TV in black 
and white versus colour. We can hear 
what God has to say more fully when we 
study the Bible in Greek and Hebrew.

Third, knowing the languages keeps you 
fresh for the long-haul. We are training 
people for a lifetime of ministry: not 
just the next five years, but the next 50. 
Amidst all the change and upheaval those 
years will hold, it will be crucial to return 
to the Scriptures to discern what God is 
saying to our world. And doing that with 
Greek and Hebrew can help us stay fresh.

Evangelical theologian John Piper warns 
about the danger of being a second-
hander, relying on others to tell us what 
the Bible says. We always want to listen to 
how the Spirit has spoken through others, 

but we want to be able to feed ourselves, 
especially when our job is then to feed 
others. A grasp of the biblical languages 
means you do not have to depend on 
what the experts say the Bible means but 
can investigate it for yourself. We can hear 
what God has to say more vitally when we 
study the Bible in Greek and Hebrew.

At Oak Hill we prize the biblical 
languages and what they offer for 
studying the Bible. We also happily 
encourage you not to do them if they 
aren’t the right fit. Knowing Greek and 
Hebrew does not make you any more 
loved by God or a better disciple.

Whatever the right path for you, 
you will benefit at Oak Hill from the 
seriousness about Scripture that comes 
with our placing a high value on the 
languages. Martin Luther said, ‘We will 
not long preserve the gospel without the 
languages.’ Our commitment to Hebrew 
and Greek is because of our commitment 
to God and his good news in Jesus Christ.

Getting to grips with 
Greek and Hebrew

$ oakhill.ac.uk/languages

Charles Anderson, who teaches 
New Testament Greek and Biblical 
Hebrew at Oak Hill, looks at why the 
biblical languages are so important in 
understanding the scriptures.

‘Learning both languages is a 
challenge, but it pays dividends: 
understanding the beauty of 
Hebrew and the precision of Greek 
enriches my study of the Bible, gives 
me greater confidence in preaching 
and opens up a resource that will 
sustain me in the long term.’
Matt Banks, Anglican ordinand
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The knowledge we receive in a theological 
college is a huge gift, but it’s not given 
to us for our own sakes. We receive it 
so we can freely give it away to serve, 
nourish and protect God’s people in the 
years to come. But that ‘giving away’ 
also starts straight away, as we share 
what we are learning with others in the 
college community. And as we support 
each other, we learn together how to be 
disciples of Jesus.

We’re reminded of our community life 
and the call to discipleship every weekday 
morning at Oak Hill, as the college day 
begins with prayer and worship. There’s a 
particular focus in these morning chapel 
services on hearing God speak through 
the reading of scripture and preaching, 
and in turn, responding in prayer and 
music. 

There is also a weekly college prayer 
meeting, as well as other meetings which 
focus prayer on particular regions of the 
world.

fully into college activities. Many college 
lectures are open for them to attend, 
if there’s space to do so. There is also a 
teaching programme for college spouses 
which runs on four Saturdays across the 
academic year.

All the tutors are concerned that the 
students grow and develop throughout 
the course and have an open-door policy 
for students who need help and advice.

Community life

$ oakhill.ac.uk/community

Each full-time student is part of a 
fellowship group of about 12 people, 
with a tutor assigned to each group. The 
groups meet once a week on a Monday 
afternoon and are essential in providing 
pastoral care and support. This is one 
of the ways we make a big college feel 
small. The groups help students take 
time out from the academic programme 
to support one another and they also 
allow the tutors to have a more personal 
relationship with each of the students.

The groups do a wide variety of things, 
such as playing games, praying together, 
or discussing issues in the news. Mike 
Ovey, the college Principal, observes, 
‘Some of the most valuable things that 
occur in the college are the relationships 
built up between students.’

The spouses of staff and students 
have their own support group known as 
the Monday Fellowship. This includes 
Bible study, social evenings and time for 
prayer. We encourage spouses to enter 
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Oak Hill campus

Oak Hill is set in 60 acres of 18th century 
parkland, with an abundance of trees, 
open green spaces and walks. We are a 
15-minute walk from the tube, which puts 
central London within easy reach, and the 
countryside of Hertfordshire and Essex is 
close by.

On the ‘virtual’ side, the campus is 
wired with fibre-optic cable so that every 
student can access the Internet, and there 
is also a college intranet.

Our sports facilities include a good 
football pitch, two all-weather tennis 
courts and a basketball court. Indoors, 
we have a variety of areas for relaxation, 
as well as a student common room, with 
television, video and music facilities. 
There are also tables for snooker and 
table tennis.

Because we are an associate college 
of Middlesex University, students 
have access to all the university sports 
facilities, most of which are locally 
available.

$ oakhill.ac.uk/campus

Accommodation

Because of our spacious campus, we are 
able to offer a good range of housing 
units, enabling a high proportion of our 
students to live on site. We offer single 
students well-appointed study bedrooms 
with the option of house-shares or shared 
flats for those who are looking for 52-
week accommodation.

For families, accommodation is available 
in houses right on the college campus, a 
short walk from the teaching facilities. 
There’s a children’s play area close to the 
houses, and our acres of natural parkland 
(and lack of busy roads) makes this a 
beautiful, spacious and safe environment 
for bringing up children. There are good 
schools within walking distance, and all 
the benefits that London has to offer are a 
short tube ride away.

We also have an attractive range of 
flats and houses on campus for married 
and single students. If it’s not possible 

to accommodate you onsite, we will 
help provide accommodation offsite. In 
addition, there is a large house within 
easy walking distance of the campus 
which provides accommodation for single 
students.

Academic Centre

Oak Hill’s academic centre, which was 
opened in 2000, includes a state of the 
art lecture theatre, which has full audio-
visual facilities. The centre also has 
seminar rooms and a smaller lecture room 
which is ideal for group discussion work. 
Downstairs is a bright and spacious foyer, 
where students meet every day to talk 
over coffee. 

The centre is also home to Oak Hill’s 
library, which has plenty of space for 
quiet study, fully computerised search 
facilities, lockable storage and a self-
service issue and return system. It also 
has over 55,000 items in stock, including 

multimedia items such as DVDs and CD-
ROMs. On average, 200 items are added to 
the library’s stock each month, including 
newly published theological books from a 
wide range of traditions.

The library is linked via the Internet to 
thousands of libraries worldwide. It was 
recently put to the test when an MTh 
student decided to base his dissertation 
on Japanese writings, but it succeeded 

and is able to rise to any challenge. 
The library also has a full-text-online 
journals database, which supplements 
its subscription to over 200 hard copy 
journals.
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$ oakhill.ac.uk/learning

Our commitment to training people for 
ministry in a rapidly changing world has 
led us to do some serious thinking about 
how to harness the potential of the web 
and cloud computing.

The fruit of this has been the 
development of a VLE (virtual learning 
environment) that offers students access 
to information tailored to their own 
course of study and available to them 
anytime, anywhere. We are now able to 
make lecture materials and even video 
recordings of some lectures available to 
students of any module at Oak Hill from 
any computer anywhere in the world.

We are, in fact, one of the first 
institutions in the world to be running 
our VLE entirely within Google Apps for 
Education. You might well be familiar 
with Gmail and Google Calendar, but 
Google actually offers a suite of online 
applications that enable us to create 
websites, share and collaborate on 
documents, run discussion forums and 
video chat, and stream HD video – among 
other things. Google provides us with a 
remarkably stable and robust platform 

to do all this. This means we have a 
completely integrated system for sharing 
information and developing dialogue with 
and between students, whether they are 
based here full-time or part-time.

The advantages for students of these 
developments are many, and we are 
discovering new ways to use them all the 
time. Two clear advantages stand out.

First, we can develop new ways of 
teaching and learning that help us make 
the best use of the time available to us. 
For example, Matthew Sleeman, who 
teaches New Testament Greek at the 
college, has developed a web video to 
teach new students about the Greek 
alphabet. Previously, this would have 
taken a precious hour of time in class. 
Now that time can be given to something 
else and students can learn this kind of 
basic information at their own pace and 
return to it for a refresher at any point.

Secondly, students previously left college 
with dozens of ring binders full of notes. 

Oak Hill online

Full information about the college, 
including our programme details, 
biographies of the teaching staff and 
downloads of talks, can be found on 
our website: oakhill.ac.uk. You can also 
contact us via the website to register your 
interest and request printed information.

Open mornings

We encourage you to come and discover 
Oak Hill for yourself. Why not come to 
one of our regular open mornings? For 
details of the next open morning, please 
see the website.

How to apply

If you would like to explore the possibility 
of studying at Oak Hill, please contact us 
for an application form at admissions@
oakhill.ac.uk or call our Admissions 
Officer on 020 8449 0467 (ext. 206). 
Completing the application form does 
not commit you or Oak Hill to anything. 

It helps us to support you in making your 
important training decision.

We will then send off for your references 
and invite you to an interview day. The 
day includes an interview with a faculty 
member and a chance for you to ask 
us questions. You will also have the 
opportunity to meet students, tour the 
college campus and sit in on a lecture. We 
have various deadlines for submitting 
applications, depending on what you 
are applying for (including individual 
modules). These may be earlier than 
you expect, so do contact us for further 
details.

Ordinands

We encourage you to apply to us before 
you attend your selection conference 
(once you have your DDO/Bishop’s 
permission to look at colleges). This 
enables us to help you more effectively. 
It also means that we can pray for you as 

you go through the selection procedure. 
If you are unsure as to when to apply 
in relation to the Church of England 
selection procedure, do contact us to 
discuss your situation.

Overseas students

For all applicants who are from overseas, 
or whose first language is not English, we 
require you to take the British Council 
IELTS examination. Information about 
this can be obtained from the British 
Council. The examination is taken under 
the Council’s supervision. Unfortunately, 
we are unable to interview you until 
you have obtained a score of 7.0 in the 
examination (with no less than 6.5 in any 
particular category).

Please see the UK Border Agency 
website for up-to-date information about 
student visas.

Next steps

$ oakhill.ac.uk/contact

Now they will be able to take everything 
with them everywhere in an easily 
accessible and searchable format.

It’s an exciting beginning, but that’s 
the most exciting thing about it. It’s the 
beginning.

Distance learning

Oak Hill is committed to increasing the 
number of gospel ministers trained to a 
high standard, and we want to use the 
best of the new technologies to help us.

Behind the scenes, we are developing a 
suite of distance learning options which 
will be available on the web. We are 
currently testing the technology with 
a partner institution, and we are also 
working on the academic validation of the 
programme.

Virtual and 
distance learning
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Oak Hill College

Oak Hill College is a theological college in 
North London, training men and women 
for ministry in the Church of England 
and other spheres of Christian service.
Oak Hill is an Associate College of 
Middlesex University. Oak Hill is 
accredited by the University to validate 
its own undergraduate and taught 
postgraduate programmes.

Contacting us

Oak Hill College
Chase Side
Southgate
London N14 4PS
Tel: 020 8449 0467
Fax: 020 8441 5996
Website: oakhill.ac.uk 

Credits

Writing and design: Simon Jenkins
Photography: Richard Hanson
Print: Yeomans Press 

The Kingham Hill Trust

The Kingham Hill Trust is the registered 
charity that owns Oak Hill College. It has 
contributed spiritually, financially and 
practically to its development. The Trust 
has delegated responsibility for Oak Hill 
to the College Council and the Principal.

© The Kingham Hill Trust
A company limited by guarantee
Registered in England No. 365812
Registered Office:
Kingham Hill School
Kingham
Oxon OX7 6TH

A Registered Charity
Charity Number 1076618

Students, Muslims and 
the urban poor

Preston, Lancashire

Martin Ayers (pictured right) has recently 
graduated from Oak Hill and become 
curate of All Saint’s, Preston. The church’s 
vicar, Daf Meirion-Jones, also studied 
at Oak Hill. All Saints is in the heart of 
Preston city centre, which, says Daf, 
presents a unique set of challenges:

‘Our parish includes council housing, 
University halls of residence and 19th 
century terraces which are home mostly 
to people of Asian heritage. We have 
three mosques within half a mile, and 
our parish will have a 60 per cent Islamic 
population from next year.

What drives our ministry? It’s the 
conviction that God will work by his 
Spirit when his word is preached, bringing 
people to know and love Jesus. I was 
grounded in this conviction when I was 
a student at Oak Hill, as week by week I 
was helped to understand God’s word and 
equipped to teach it to others.

The challenges we face are great. 
We haven’t even begun to develop 
relationships with our Asian community, 
but our God is great and the gospel of the 
Lord Jesus is the power of salvation for 
those who believe.

Oak Hill didn’t teach me everything I 
need to know. But what it did teach me is 
that prayer, preaching and loving people 
are the heartbeat of ministry wherever 
you are.’
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