





Truth, unity and schism

Ray Porter, Oak Hill's Director of World Mission Studies,
reports on the annual School of Theology, which took

place at the College in May

The Annual School of Theology has
become a great occasion for graduates,
students and others to spend a day
thinking broadly about an issue that
concerns Christians today.

This year's theme was Truth,
Unity and Schism - a topic that has
assumed a new importance in the
Anglican Communion, but is relevant
for all. Four papers were presented,
representing biblical examples,
theological analysis, historical insights
and contemporary issues.

Dr Matthew Sleeman gave an analysis
of the one dispute in the Book of
Acts that seems to have resulted in
schism between two brethren, Paul
and Barnabas. He suggested that all
who read the incident in Acts would
have known there was reconciliation
between the two principal characters.
This knowledge would encourage
readers to consider their own disputes
and how they could seek reconciliation.

Dr Jim Packer started on the
familiar territory of Ephesians in
looking at the doctrine of the church.
For those of us who heard him 40
years ago, it was good to note the

same clear presentation and cogent
argumentation. For younger people, it
was an opportunity to hear part of the
history of evangelicalism. He referred
to the dispute between Dr Martyn
Lloyd-Jones and Revd John Stott in the
mid-sixties. Asked how he now judged
the situation, he asserted that Lloyd-
Jones had been wrong!

After lunch, the Principal, Dr Michael
Ovey, treated us to an excursion into
Augustine’s reaction to the Donatists.
He challenged the assertions that have
been made in the US Episcopal Church
that evangelicals are the modern
Donatists; instead, Mike made the
opposite accusation. There was much
food for thought for everyone here.

Those familiar with John
Richardson’s blog as the Ugley Vicar
know his robust approach to issues of
the contemporary church. They were
not disappointed in his contribution of
the final paper, which can now be read
on his blog. It was a good conclusion
to a day which stimulated our minds
but never became so technical that any
intelligent listener would have been
overwhelmed. m
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World Mission Evening

India in focus

Thursday 10 September 2009,
7.30pm

India is always with us. The
world’s largest democracy and
the voice at the end of your call
centre enquiry. Your friendly
neighbourhood shopkeeper and a
worrying nuclear power. But what
of the Christian challenge?

India has heard the gospel
message since the first century.
There is a growing and exciting
Indian church, but persecution is
familiar to them. Hinduism still
holds the heart of most Indians
and it appeals in the West to
those seeking mystical and New
Age experiences.

Oak Hill's mission evening
this year focuses on India with
two speakers. Isaac Shaw is
the Director of the Delhi Bible
Institute, which trains pastors
and evangelists for all parts
of India. Jules Gomes, besides
lecturing in Old Testament at the
London School of Theology, has
a ministry of outreach to British
people attracted to Hinduism.

Open Morning for those
considering theological training
at Oak Hill College
Saturday 21 November 2009,
10.00am to 2.30pm
Oak Hill open mornings are
an opportunity for all those
thinking about the possibility
of theological training to find
out what life at Oak Hill is like
first-hand. The morning includes
the chance to meet staff and
students, sample a selection
of lectures and look round the
campus.

For more information, visit
the news section on the college
website: www.oakhill.ac.uk
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Convinced and convincing

Nick Tucker, who trained at Oak Hill and came back to the College
as a Research Fellow in 2007, talks about his faith, his time in
local church ministry, and what he is doing now at Oak Hill

Tell us something about your family
background.

I grew up in Oxford where my Dad
taught chemistry at a school and my
mum worked as a psychotherapist. I'm
the eldest of three children. My sister
works for the London Philharmonic
Orchestra and my brother worked as

a fund manager in the City until his
sudden death a year ago.

Our family has a long heritage of
service in the Church of England.
Despite that, I didn't really get hold
of what being a Christian was about
until my first year in secondary school.
I learned the gospel through the
children’s work at St Andrew’s in North
Oxford and first trusted Christ on a
summer camp linked to that work.

I studied biochemistry at
Birmingham where I met Sam, now my
wife, on the CU houseparty. Largely out
of gratitude for this I became involved
in the work of UCCF and served with
them in the West Midlands for four
years before coming to Oak Hill as an
Anglican ordinand.

Since then, Sam and I have rejoiced
in the birth of two daughters, Miriam
and Harriet, and on the 15th of March
this year, a son, Oliver.

After training at Oak Hill, you were a
curate at Bebington on the Wirral for
four years.

Yes, and I learned a huge amount in
my curacy, much of it from my rector,
Steve James, who was an excellent
model of the essentially personal
nature of ministry. He taught me that
competence in the skills of ministry,
though vital, is not enough. Steve
modelled a great love for people and
an interest in them as whole persons,
not as projects.

Linked to that, but perhaps even
more important, I learned afresh that
character is just as central to gospel
ministry as knowing what we are
supposed to believe and say. If I cant
convince myself that Christ is worth
living and dying for, it's unlikely that
I will really be effective in convincing
anyone else of that.

It seems to me that it really comes
down to keeping the gospel message
central and not being deflected from
that. It is only the gospel of Christ
that can save, and only that good news
that can produce true godliness. If I
am to be a faithful servant I have to
see the sufficiency of Christ for myself
as well as for those I serve.

Your current role at Oak Hill is as
Research Fellow. What does that
mean in practice?

The College has arranged for me to
spend the majority of my time doing
research. I am working on a PhD

with David Bebbington in Stirling,
investigating the influence of Romantic
thought on theology in the early 19th

century. I am making a particular study
of Edward Irving, a close associate of
Samuel Taylor Coleridge and Thomas
Carlyle, among others. It might sound
a bit arcane, but I am convinced that
it is significant for an understanding of
our own situation today.

Alongside the research, I have
responsibility as a tutor to a fellowship
group and do some teaching on the
Theological and Pastoral Studies
programme.

What is your vision for the future?

I yearn to be back in the thick of local
church ministry, but T am convinced of
the importance of what Oak Hill has to
offer and want to serve here in any way
that I can. So I am slightly torn.

If I could write my own ticket, I
would spend about half of the rest
of my life in theological education
and the other half serving in a local
church. T am excited about potential
for cross-pollination between those
two different ministries. That's either a
strategy or a sign of indecision, I'm not
sure which. We'll see. m



A tale of two Hills

A team of Oak Hill students visited Kingham Hill School for a
week of mission in January. Andrew Oatridge, one of the visiting
Oak Hill students, reports on the week

A team of 10 Oak Hill students, led
admirably by Gareth Edwards, together
with Ian Fry and Kirsty Birkett,
descended on Kingham Hill School for
a week at the end of January.

The objective of the week was to
support the work of the chaplaincy
(Andrew Savage and Debbi Moseley)
in a number of ways. I think it is fair
to say that we probably learned and
gained more from the staff, students
and chaplaincy than we served and
gave.

Kingham Hill School is a co-
educational day and boarding school
for 11-19 year-olds. It was founded
by Charles Baring Young in 1886
primarily for disadvantaged children to
be educated and prepared for life in a
stimulating and supportive Christian
environment. Today the Christian
values remain central to the school,
although now there is more of a mix
of students from different backgrounds
and countries with around 70 per
cent boarding and 15 per cent from
overseas.

The theme for the week was ‘Wise
Up!" - with a focus on the life and
work of Solomon. The team led the
morning chapel each day by following
the life of Solomon. We took lessons in

PSE, RE and a variety of other subjects.

There were plenty of opportunities
to spend time with the young people

Acts for preachers and students

Fifteen years in the making, this
comprehensive commentary by David
Peterson (running to 790 pages) offers
thorough exegesis and exposition of
the Acts of the Apostles. Drawing on
recent scholarship in the fields of
narrative criticism and theological
analysis, the book incorporates insights
into historical-social background

of Acts and investigates why Luke
presents his material in the way he
does.

In view of how long the book of
Acts is (over 1,000 verses), Peterson’s
commentary is admirably economical,
and yet meaty. Even while unpacking
exegetical details, he constantly scans
the horizon, keeping the larger picture

in mind. With its solid exegesis,
astute theological analysis and
practical contemporary application,
Peterson’s The Acts of the Apostles
is a commentary ideally suited to
preachers, teachers and students.
Professor DA Carson of Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School, comments
in his foreword to the book: ‘His
commentary focuses on what the
text actually says, and his judgments
are invariably sane, even-handed,
judicious... His own commitments
as a churchman, lecturer in New
Testament, and long-time Principal of
Oak Hill Theological College mean that
he knows what kinds of information
pastors and students want and need!
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over meal times, lunchtime activities,
sport and the debating society, to
name but a few. Other opportunities
were through the attachment of each
student to a particular house for the
boarders.

Some highlights of the week
included: Kirsty trying to make sense
of the ‘odd habits of the English” at
an overseas lunchtime meeting. Ian
Fry screaming down the touchline
supporting the football team. The
midweek 6th form dinner with an
after dinner speech and conversations
continuing on far too late.

It was great to spend a week with
Andrew and Debbi, serving God
alongside them, learning more about
and working in collaboration with our
‘sister organisation’. Hopefully this will
be the first of many such weeks.

THE ACTS
OF THE
APOSTLES

The Acts of the Apostles
David Peterson

Pillar New Testament
Commentary, Eerdmans
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The Nigeria connection

Three Oak Hill students travelled to Nigeria in January to run
biblical courses for local evangelists with the Bible Training
Partnership. Adrian Watts writes about their experience

About 10 years ago, a bishop in
Nigeria, Josiah Idowu-Fearon, spent
some time at Moore Theological
College. He liked their correspondence
material and invited some of the
students to come to Nigeria for a

few weeks to help train some of the
evangelists in Kaduna. This continued
with some frequency until the link
moved, with a former student of Moore,
to the UK. Since then, what has now
become Bible Training Partnership
has been invited to teach the Moore
College courses twice a year in the
dioceses of Kaduna and Gusau.

Last January, James Steer, Tom
Swinney and I, together with Rick
Creighton, took up the invitation to
run the courses. We arrived in Abuja,
the capital of Nigeria, and after a two
hour drive reached the bishop’s house.
It was the bishop’s birthday and we
were invited to join in the party.

Tom and James were to stay here,
teaching the evangelists. We might call
them apprentices over here, although
many of them are the only staff
member in the village churches where

they work. About 45 of them came to
the course this January.

Leaving their homes, wives and
children, they set up camp in one of
the school halls just down the road
from the bishop’s house. For the next
two weeks, they studied the Moore
College Ephesians course, taking the
exam on the final day. The group was
split into three classes, two of them
taught by Tom and James, and the
third taught locally in Hausa.

In James’ own words, ‘It was a great
privilege to be able to teach God’s
Word to the evangelists and begin to
help them learn how to handle God’s
Word well. It was also wonderful seeing
their love for the Lord, their passion
for the gospel and sharing fellowship
with them!

Rick and I left Kaduna, heading north
to Gusau with our guide and driver,
Obinna. I had taught him Mark’s
Gospel six years ago on my first visit to
Nigeria and it was a joy to see him still
keen to serve. He has now graduated
and is chaplain to the bishop in Gusau.

Because Gusau is so far north, it
is a predominately Muslim area. As
we entered the city, giant mosques
towered over us and we were to hear
the call to prayer regularly throughout
our stay. Being involved in short
trips, we do not see much fruit for our
labours, but one encouragement was
when Obinna told us of his witness to
Muslims in Gusau.

He spoke of one conversation
where he challenged some Muslims
about their ceremonial washing (large
brass taps line the entrances to the
mosques). He said that you wash on
the outside but the problem is inside
with the heart. The echoes of Mark’s
Gospel were obvious and it was clear
how the Lord was using the things he
had taught Obinna in previous years.

Rick and I were teaching a doctrine
course to the clergy in Gusau and one
of many significant moments was when
Rick was teaching about creation and
that God made all things, seen and
unseen. He asked whether the clergy
had people in their congregations
who were fearful of spirits and many
of them nodded. Rick then went on to
show how the doctrine of creation can
be a great comfort because spirits are
only creatures and God is creator over
them. I got the impression that this
really scratched where they itched.

Plans are now under way for the trip
this summer. Please pray that the Lord
will provide a team and funds to go
and that the High Commission will
grant the team visas.

If you would like to find out
more about this and future trips,
please check out our website at
bibletrainingpartnership.com m
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Garry Williams: a tribute

Mike Ovey pays tribute to Garry Williams as he leaves Oak Hill
to become the Director of the John Owen Centre for theological
study, at London Theological Seminary

How do you capture the essence of
Garry in a few hundred words?

Looking back over Garry’s decade at
Oak Hill, T have a series of snapshots
in my mind, as no doubt everyone
does. All of us know Garry’s clarity of
thought and its value. My particular
memory is of Garry preaching on the
Syrophoenician woman in Mark 7:27-28
and spelling out with utter lucidity the
apparent offensiveness of what Jesus
says there, but through that helping
the congregation to a far greater view
of God’s grace and mercy in the gospel.

There again, all of us have also
seen Garry’s ability to synthesise
huge amounts of data and then
present it in an accessible way. My
memory is of one of his evenings on
The Da Vinci Code, where the quality
of information was matched by the
attractiveness of his presentation. I
thought it characteristic of Garry that
his learning was harnessed in that way
to help Christian and non-Christian
alike grapple with the historical reality
of the life of Jesus. I also thought it
typical that a little spice was added
by Garry’s active soliciting of what he
called ‘spiky” questions. Who else would
ask the audience to provide something
a bit more challenging?

That takes us to Garry’s intellectual
courage and his willingness to contend
for the faith even when this would
obviously be uncomfortable. For me,
the outstanding memory of that was
his lecture at the Evangelical Alliance’s
symposium on penal substitution held
at the London School of Theology.

This was certainly not an occasion for
the faint-hearted, for passions were
running high, but Garry delivered

his work with both penetration and
grace. For those with ears to hear, this
was as fine an advertisement as one

could wish for Garry’s long-term work
on penal substitution. He is, I hope,
working on it as I write!

There is, of course, far more to Garry
than this outstanding intellectual
ahility, striking though that is. As
an Academic Dean, Garry was not
merely hugely efficient, but somehow
mastered the obscure language of
educational bureaucracy, which for my
money is a far more difficult tongue
than Hebrew.

One also thinks of the amount Garry
and Fiona have contributed to the
communal life of the College over
the years, not just in official pastoral
capacities, but more informally as
friends and neighbours. Fiona will be as
much missed from Monday Fellowship
as Garry will be in the College. Nor, of
course, have they been confined to
the College, but have been active and
supportive in all kinds of ways in the
life of St Paul's Hadley Wood.

All this makes Garry sound quite
serious. But there are frankly
unexpected sides to his character.
Watching him take on the persona of
another lecturer (needless to say, in
aid of charity), was to realise not only
that Garry had acutely observed him,
but threw himself into the part with
almost reckless abandon: it gave us a
glimpse of something more. Not just
Garry the outstanding church historian,
but Garry the method actor.

For all these and many other reasons,
Garry, Fiona and the children will be
greatly missed here. Their contribution
has been huge. Our prayer is that
they will be even more fruitful for the
gospel at London Theological Seminary,
and that Garry continues to be
preserved in strength and faithfulness
to Jesus Christ as he teaches and
serves the gospel. m

e us
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Our first-ever video shoot was carried out at the College in May, during the School of Theology week. Seen
above are Mike Ovey and Jim Packer preparing for their filmed interview. A series of short videos will be
posted on the College website over the next few months.

Farewell and welcome

Peter Wood, who served Oak
Hill as Development Manager
for the past 12 years, has
left us for semi-retirement
in the Yorkshire dales. He
is now involved in the
Yorkshire School of Christian
Ministry, run by the regional
FIEC churches in connection
with the Yorkshire Gospel
Partnership.

We're hugely grateful
to Peter for all he gave to
the life and work of the
College, and we wish him
and Juliette, his wife, well
in their new lives north of
the M25.

0Oak Hill College

Chase Side, Southgate, London N14 4PS
Tel: 020 8449 0467 Fax: 020 8441 5996
Website: oakhill.ac.uk

0Oak Hill is an Associate College of
Middlesex University

© The Kingham Hill Trust

A Company Limited by Guarantee
Registered in England No. 365812
Registered Office: Kingham Hill School
Kingham, Oxon 0X7 6TH

A Registered Charity

Design: Simon Jenkins

Photography: Richard Hanson

David Kratt (pictured
right) has now joined the
staff team, to run Oak
Hill's development and
marketing work. David
is a communications
professional with many
years experience in identity,
brand building and media.
He has worked with a
wide range of companies
and organisations, from
Sainsbury's to Crosslinks.

David is an active member
of St Saviour’s Guildford and
is a member of their PCC. We
warmly welcome him to his
new role at Oak Hill.

Join our
email list!

We're creating an email list
for us to keep in touch with
our mailing list members.
This will include sending
out details of forthcoming
events.

If you'd like to join the
list, please go to the News
section of the website,
where you can enter your
details. You can also let us
know any changes to your
contact details.

www.oakhill.ac.uk

Please

pray for
us

m At the end of

this academic year,
please join with us

in thanking God for
all our students have
learned this year, and
the ways they have
grown in their love of
Jesus Christ.

m Please pray for

the students who

are leaving Oak Hill
this summer, as they
prepare for curacies,
pastorates, youth work
and mission around
the world.

m We give thanks to
God for the bishop’s
inspection and its
outcome - and thank
you to everyone who
prayed for the College
during it.

m The churches local
to Oak Hill play a
highly significant

role in training and
encouraging our
students... please pray
for them and thank
God for their ministry.

m Please pray for

the healing of
relationships at Oak
Hill following the hard
times we've endured in
the past year.

m Please pray for Mike
Ovey, our Principal:

for continued wisdom,
discernment and
clarity in the unfolding
future of Oak Hill.



